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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 120648 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /052 R 

DRAFTED BY NE A/ARN : MDR APER : D WL 
APPROVED BY NEA - MR. VELIOTES 
NEA - AMB. PARKER (SUBS) 

251843Z 042402/43 

P R 25 1733Z MAY 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 120648 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, SY. LE 

SUBJECT: HELP FOR THE LEBANESE MILITARY 

REF: DAMASCUS 3213 

1 . SHIHABI’S VIEWS ON LEBANON REPORTED REFTEL VERY 
INTERESTING. WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY COMMENTS 
BEIRUT MAY HAVE. IN DISCUSSION WITH SYRIANS, DAMASCUS 
SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT WE DO NOT WANT TO GIVE SYRIANS 
IMPRESSION WE WOULD FAVOR THEIR ARMING OR EQUIPPING 
LEBANESE ARMY. 

2. AS EMBASSY BEIRUT IS AWARE, WE ARE CURRENTLY EXAMINING 
WAYS IN WHICH WE MIGHT PROVIDE U.S. ASSISTANCE FOR 
REBUILDING AT LEAST A PART OF THE LEBANESE ARMY. VANCE 
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